
 

 

 
Warehouse boom sparking fire pump set sales 
 
The rise and rise of online shopping is having interesting spin-off effects for some seemingly unrelated 
businesses, such as Davey Water Products, which is seeing a surprising boost to its fire pump sales. 
 
In recent years the brand’s fire systems product profile has grown significantly, in part due to an 
increase in the number of large-scale warehouses being built around the country as online retailers 
ramp up their Aussie stockpiles. They are also used in irrigation manufacturing, industrial food and 
beverage and large-scale water systems. 
Each one of those warehouses has to comply with strict and complex fire management regulations, 
and to do that they all need at least one fire pump set. 
 
Davey supplies fire pumps direct to end business users, but it also supplies component pumps to 
commercial manufacturers like Hass Pumps in Victoria, and it is companies like these which are 
benefiting most from the warehouse boom, according to Briar Houston, State Manager for Victoria 
from Davey. 
 
“We’ve been working with Jason Hassett at Hass Pumps for about seven years, and what we’ve seen 
with his business and others like his is that there has been consistent growth,” Briar says.  
 
“And the really interesting part to it is that online shopping seems to be one of the driving factors. 
Basically, as people start doing more and more of their shopping online, more and more large scale 
warehouses are being built, and that in turn is boosting a lot of other businesses, including Hass 
Pumps.” 
 
Hass Pumps is based at Corio, near Geelong. Owner Jason Hassett struck out on his own in 2001, and 
business has grown solidly since then. “When I started the business it was just me. Today I have 30 
staff and we move about 120 units per year,” Jason says. 
Jason has just moved his factory and offices to Corio, as part of a government incentive program to 
get more business into the area. As he points out, the business landscape around Corio has shifted 
markedly in the past two decades. 
 
“You only have to look out the window at the number of cranes on the skyline to see there’s lots of 
infrastructure development happening, and in this area it’s all about warehouses. 
 
“Twenty years ago Ford and Alcoa were the biggest employers in the area. Now the Cotton On 
warehouse is one of the biggest, along with the Amazon warehouse.”  
  



 

 

 
What is a fire pump system?  
 
The fire pump is a key element in a fire system. It connects sensor-equipped sprinklers inside 
buildings with water storage tanks, using powerful pumps to quickly dump huge volumes of water at 
a moment’s notice if a fire is detected. In a modern system, every sprinkler has its own sensor, and 
the pump set is tailor made to match the size and fire risk of the building it’s going into. 
 
The systems are required in buildings ranging from residential high rises to warehousing facilities, 
where they protect goods often valued into the millions, and more importantly, human life. The pump 
set is part of a broader fire protection program that can easily be worth hundreds of thousands of 
dollars and which needs to comply with strict and complex regulations. 
 
A single fire pump system from Hass includes two pumps: an electric driven pump and a pressure 
maintenance diesel pump. In many instances electricity may still be available to drive the first pump 
when an isolated fire breaks out, but the second pump is ready to go if the power goes off or has to 
be disconnected by firefighters. Depending on the size of the job, Jason produces single, double and 
even triple sets. 
 
Jason uses about 20 different Davey pump models in his products, depending on the job specification, 
mostly from the CF and VM ranges. The CF range, adaptable for electric or diesel use, is an ISO spec 
range of bareshaft pumps designed for easy pump maintenance and removal of rotating components. 
The VM range is a hard-working, efficient and high quality range of electric motor driven pumps. 
 
The pumps are tested regularly and the whole system is serviced annually. A fire pump system has a 
life expectancy of 20-30 years. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


